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THE ACADEMY desire it to be understood, that, as a 

body, they are not answerable for any opinion, representation of 

facts, or train of reasoning, which may appear in the following 

Papers. The authors of ih$ several essays are alone responsible 

for their contents. 
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W An Account of Observations made at the Observatory 
of Trinity College* Dublin, xviih an Astronomical 
Circle, eight feet in diameter^ which appear to point 

out an Annual Parallax in certain fixed Stars. — 

Also a Catalogue of U&riA P&far distances of forty- 
seven principal fixed Stars, from recent observations, 
and a comparison thereof with those of the same Stars, 
obtained by other Instruments, and by the same Instru- 
ment, at a former period. By John Brinkley, D. D. 
M. R, I. A. P. TL S. and Andrews Professor of As- 
tronomy in the University of Dublin - *33 

VI. Analytical Investigations respecting Astronomical Re- 
fractions, and the application thereof to the formation 
of convenient Tables^, together with the results of ob- 
servations of Circumfolar Stars, tending to illustrate 
the Theory of Refractions. By John Brinkley, D. D. 
M. R. LA. F. IL S. and Andrews Professor of As- 
tronomy in the Univerity of Dublin - 77 

VI L Appendix to the Account of Observations made at the 
Observatory of Trinity College, Dublin, which appear 
to point out an Annual Varallax in certain fixed Stars, 
§c. $c. By the Rev. J. Brinkley, D. D. F. R. S. 
M. R. L A. and Andrews* Professor of Astronomy in 
the University of Dublin - J 19 

* The folio of this page, and the seven subsequent *>nes, are, by m error of the 
press, duplicates of the folios of the eight preceding pages. 
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I. AN Essay on the subject proposed by the Royal Irish Aca- 

demy, viz. " JVhether, and how far, the Pursuits of 
Scientific and Polite Literature, assist, or obstruct 
each other" A prize Essay. By William Phelan, 
Esq. A.B.T. C. D. - - 5 

II. An Essay on the subject proposed by the Royal Irish 

Academy viz. " on the Influence of Fictitious History 
on Modern Manners" A prize Essay. By Miss Har- 
riet Kiernan - - 61 

III. An Essay on the question proposed by the Royal Irish 
Academy, viz. " on the Influence of Habit, considered 
in conjunction with the Love of Novelty." A prize 
Essay. By Andrew Carmichael, Esq x . M. R. I. A. 99 

IV. An Essay on the Invention of Alphabetic Writing. 

By Andrew Carmichael, Esq. M. R. I. A, 168 



ERRATA. 

SCIENCE, 
Page Line. 

48 — 1 Dele full point after p 

11 Dele p. after 19",28 
78 — 5 Head He derives by, &c. 
88 — 11 For szzi read s:z:l 



POLITE LITERATURE. 
61 — 2 After the word press add a comma, and dele th& 

comma after the word et?er^ 
82 — 11 J'or nan una read nulla 
$8 — 1 For from meaning reatf from the meaning 
89 — 27 (Last line of the poetry) for Far read Fan 
97 _ 8 For these pursuits ; read their pursuits ; 
11 For to rectify read to purify. 



DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER. 

In Science — The Water Spout to be placed opposite page 5§ e 
——.—^^ Plate relative to Back Horizoa Glass opposite 5* 
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